
 

November 26, 2015 

 

To all CTCPA Associate Members 

Re: 2016 Significant Rule Changes 

Our sport of team penning has evolved rapidly over the past few years from a 2.5 minute time clock on an everyday 

ranch horse to the fast paced sport of today with a 60 second clock on an expensive performance horse. While the 

emphasis today is mainly on speed I believe that with the increased speed the risk to riders, cattle and horses also 

increases. Our 2015 National Finals was a very successful show with a record number of 1249 teams with three class 

records being set (252 teams in the 5 class, 401 in the 7, and 352 in the 10) with  payouts exceeding one half million 

dollars. Unfortunately we incurred a significant additional charge to pay for the damage inflicted on the cattle. I believe 

that the tempo of penning also increases with high payouts and a large number of teams.  As teams become aware of 

the time required in order to make the second go they start riding harder and faster which is in many instances results in 

some riders riding faster than they are capable of controlling their horse and the cattle they are chasing. Cattle are 

getting difficult to find for this show especially when you require 1300 head. In order to be able to rent cattle in the 

future some changes are required.  

At the AGM held on November 21, it was very evident from each of the 10 clubs that cattle are getting harder to find 

and more expensive to rent. With the current high values suppliers are becoming more reluctant to rent cattle for 

recreational purposes as many suppliers state that penners are too hard on cattle.  We are also very fortunate to still be 

a self regulated sport as to date have not experienced any challenges from any animal welfare groups like some other 

horse sports have.   

On October 26, 2015 I wrote your club Presidents and CTCPA liaisons and advised them of some significant rule changes 

being proposed at the November 21 CTCPA AGM to give them the opportunity to present it to their membership. The 

rule changes were being brought forward in the best interests of protecting cattle from injury as well as the rider and 

horse.  

The two major rule changes approved for the 2016 season are: 

1. No Trash Rule  

 

No trash will be permitted across the foul line.  

The existing rules provide for a 40%to 50% foul line and if the arena is longer than 200 feet a 30% foul line may be 

used. To assist with the smooth implementation of this rule it is recommended that the commonly used foul line of 

40% be increased to up to 50% depending upon the arena set up. For larger arenas if a 30% foul line is used it is 

recommended that up to a 40% foul line be used.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

This rule received unanimous approval at the meeting with three of the larger clubs indicating that they had a 

favourable response from their membership of over 95% with one club indicating a 65% acceptance.  The USTPA 

have also voted 84% in favour of implementing this rule effective with their 2016 penning season. They have not  

increased their foul line and trash is still considered any part of the cow over the foul line where we use all four legs 

so Canadian penners still have a significant advantage. 

Another advantage of this rule is that cattle will remain fresher longer for other classes and especially if used for a 

second day whether it before penning or sorting if they have not been chased up and down the arena as trash.  

The results of the comprehensive study conducted by Pete Fraser on the effects of a no trash rule are still located on 

our web site under my February 03, 2015 letter to all members. 

 

2. Calling for Time 

The rule for calling for time was changed to dropping the flag once all 4 feet of all three cows enter the pen and all 

other conditions are satisfied such as all riders are on the pen side of the line. This was proposed to eliminate some 

of the bumping and roughing of the cattle as they enter the pen, reduce the chance of the cows hitting the back of 

the pen as well as some of the excessive jerking on horses and the crashing into each other that often happens. Time 

could still be called on less than 3 head by entering the pen and raising your hand as we do today.  Penners may still 

enter the pen and call for time the same as we do today however because the horse and rider no longer has to enter 

the pen, but may enter the pen you run the risk of two head calls and getting a roughing call if you bump, step on or 

slam the cows into the back panel of the pen which this rule is intended to try and eliminate. This rule should also 

simplify judging when all that is required is for the judge to drop the flag once all four feet of all three cattle are in 

the pen and all three riders are on the pen side of the line as opposed to also having to ensure that a horses nose 

must break the plane of the gate and that same rider must put their hand up above their shoulder.  

 These rules are being implemented in the best interests of the sport in terms of animal and human safety, favourable 

cost and supply of cattle, public perception, desirability to sponsors and major event decision makers, public perception 

of our sport and the watchful eye of outside animal welfare groups who monitor animal welfare, abuse, and care.  

This was a tough but necessary decision made by your board. We look forward to your support in its implementation 

with the 2016 penning season. 

Good luck penning in 2016. 

 

 

 

Kent Hillard 

CTCPA President 

 


